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CLAIMS: 

What is claimed is: 



1 1 . A method in a computer within a compuier network for automatically swapping 

2 application tasks rurming within said computey when access from said computer to a 

3 remote network site is delayed, said method comprising the steps of: 

4 initiating a link from a local netwoEK site to a remote network site utilizing a 

5 communications application while multi-tasking applications are simultaneously running 

6 at said local network site; / 

iU-f / 

retrieving data from said remote network site, in response to initiating said link; 
^ /if\ 

£ automatically switching focuslfjon^^id communications application to a multi- 

9h tasking application simultaneously running at said local network site, in response to data 

10 being retrieved from said remote network site by said communications application; and 

P / 

1 C switching focus back to said communications application from said multi-tasking 

120 application, in response to said data being retrieved. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of automatically switching 

2 focus back to said communicatioiK application from said multi-tasking application after 

3 expiration of a predetermined timfe period. 

1 3. The method of claim 2 further comprising the steps of: 

2 distinguishing between a time-consuming link and an immediate link; and 
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3 determining if said link comprises a timc-consimiing link or an immediate link. 

1 4. The method of claim 3 wherein the sten of automatically switching focus from said 

2 communications application to a multi-tasking application simultaneously running at said 

3 local network site, in response to data being retrieved from said remote network site by 

4 said communications application, fiirther oDmprises the step of: 

5 automatically switching focus from said communications application to a multi- 

6 tasking application simultaneously rurmmg at said local network site, in response to data 

7 being retrieved from said remote network site by said communications application, only 
^ if said link comprises a time-consuming link. 

^ // / / 

Fy 5. The method of claim 4 w¥erein the step of sv^tching focus back to said 

5« / 

'Q \ I 

%^ commimications application from said multi-tasking application, in response to said data 
being retrieved, further comprises the steps of: 

Q / 

%j notifying a user that said data has been retrieved; and 

ro / 

5B switching focus back to said communications application, in response to user input. 

1 6. The method of claim 5 tturther comprising the steps of 

2 identifying a ring of applications running at said local network site wherein said 

3 ring of applications includes a current application followed by a next application; 
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4 automatically switching focus from a current application included in said ring of 

5 applications to a next application included in said ring of applications running at said 

6 local network site, in response to said data being retrieved; and 

7 maintaining focus on a current application if a next application in said ring of 

8 applications remains unidentified. / 

1 7. The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

2 identifying a pause in cxxrrent Activity^ and 

4^ discontinuing focus switchmg until a pause in current activity is identified. 

i / 

Ytl 8. The method of claim 7 vmQXQva. the step of initiating a link from a local network 
site to a remote network site utilizing a communications application while multi-tasking 

3- applications are simultaneously /running at said local network site, further comprises the 

4^ step of: / 

m 

5- ^ initiating a link from /a local network site to a remote network site utilizing a 

6- communications application while multi-tasking applications are simultaneously running 

7 at said local network site, sudh that said communications application comprises a browser 

8 application. / 
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1 9. A system in a computer network fo/ automatically swapping application tasks 

2 running within a computer within said computer network when access from said computer 

3 to a remote network site is delayed, said slystem comprising: 

4 means for initiating a link from a local network site to a remote network site 

5 utilizing a communications applicationyvvhile multi-tasking applications are simultaneously 

6 running at said local network site; / 

7 means for retrieving data from said remote network site, in response to initiating 

8 said link; / / 

^ means for automatically switching focus from said communications application to 

iQy a multi -tasking application simultaneously running at said local network site, in response 

1 %^ to data being retrieved from said remote network site by said communications application; 

l^f! and / 

l^J means for switching focus back to said communications application from said 

14^ multi-tasking application, in response to said data being retrieved. 

1 10. The system of claim 9 fiirther comprising means for automatically switching focus 

2 back to said communioations application from said multi-tasking application after 

3 expiration of a predetermined time period. 

1 11. The system of claim 10 fiirther comprising: 

2 means for distinguishing between a time-consuming link and an immediate link; 

3 and / 
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4 means for determining if said link comprises a time-consuming link or an 

5 immediate link. / 

1 12. The system of claim 1 1 wherein said means for automatically switching focus from 

2 said communications application to a multi-tasking application simultaneously running at 

3 said local network site, in response to data peing retrieved from said remote network site 

4 by said communications application, furthpr comprises: 

5 means for automatically switching focus from said communications application to 

6 a multi-tasking application simultaneously nmning at said local network site, in response 
to data being retrieved from said remote network site by said communications application, 

sfl only if said link comprises a time-consumihg link. 

2 f Ik f 

ii I f \ / 

t 13. The system of claim 12 wherein said means for switching focus back to said 

S f% j 

communications application from said multi-tasking application, in response to said data 

3^ being retrieved, fiirther comprises: / 

4j means for notifying a usen that said data has been retrieved; and 

y means for switching focuJs back to said communications application, in response 

6 to user input. / 

1 14. The system of claim o further comprising: 

2 means for identifying a ring of applications running at said local network site 

3 wherein said ring of applici tions includes a current application followed by a next 

4 application; and 
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5 means for automatically switching focusyrrom a current application included in 

6 said ring of applications to a next application included in said ring of applications running 

7 at said local network site, in response to said data being retrieved; and 

8 means for maintaining focus on a cuirent application if a next application in said 

9 ring of applications remains unidentified. / 



15. The system of claim 14 further comprising: 



2 

3q 

O 

m 
m 

5ffl 
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means for identifying a pause in jpurrent activity; and 

means for discontinuing focujf switching until a pause in current activity is 
identified. 

16. The system of claim 15 wKerein said means for initiating a link from a local 
network site to a remote network site utilizing a communications application while multi- 
tasking applications are simultai^eously running at said local network site, further 
comprises: 

means for initiating a link from a local network site to a remote network site 
utilizing a communications application while multi-tasking applications are simultaneously 
running at said local network/site, such that said communications application connqprises 
a browser application. 
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1 17. A program product residing in a computer memory of a computer within a 

2 computer network for automatically swapmng application tasks running within said 

3 computer when access from said compute:/ to a remote network site is delayed, said 

4 system comprising: / 

5 instruction means residing in a conM)uter for initiating a link from a local network 

6 site to a remote network site utilizing a communications application while multi-tasking 

7 applications are simultaneously nmning A said local network site; 

8 instruction means residing in a computer for retrieving data from said remote 
network site, in response to initiating said link/ 

ws? /Li / 

ICTU instruction means residing in axomputer for automatically switching focus from 

1 %^ said communications application to a multi-tasking application simultaneously running at 

12[lJ said local network site, in response to /data being retrieved from said remote network site 

13^ by said communications application; /and 

it instruction means residing in a computer for switching focus back to said 

150 communications application from said multi-tasking application, in response to said data 

•fri I 

16 " being retrieved. / 

1 18. The program product of claim 17 further comprising instruction means residing 

2 in a computer for automatically switching focus back to said communications application 



3 from said multi-tasking application after expiration of a predetermined time period. 



V 
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1 19. The program product of claim 18 rurther comprising: 

2 instruction means residing in a /computer for distinguishing between a time- 

3 consuming link and an immediate link; /and 

4 instruction means residing in a computer for determining if said.Unk comprises a 

5 time-consuming link or an immediate flink. 

1 20. The program product of claim 19 wherein said instruction means residing in a 

2 computer for automatically switching focus from said conmiunications application to a 
3^ multi-tasking application simultaneously running at said local network site, in response 
^ to data being retrieved from said remote network site by said communications application, 
5y further comprises: /T^ / 

vi/l / 

^^J instruction means residing in a computer for automatically switching focus from 

yl I 

7^ said communications application to a multi-tasking application simultaneously running at 

Sli said local network site, in response to data being retrieved from said remote network site 

9^ by said conmiunications appMcation, only if said link comprises a time-consuming link. 

yj / 
K / 

1 21. The program product of claini 20 wherein said instruction means residing in a 

2 computer for switching focus back to said communications application from said multi- 

3 tasking application, in response to said data being retrieved, further comprises: 

4 instruction means residing in a computer for notifying a user that said data has 

5 been retrieved; and/ 
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instruction means residing in a conmuter for switching focus back to said 
comnmnications application, in response to user input. 

22. The program product of claim 21 ftirther comprising: 

instruction means residing in a cdn^uter for identifying a ring of applications 
running at said local network site wherefin said ring of applications includes a current 
application followed by a next applicatidin; and 

instruction means residing in a computer for automatically switching focus from 
a current application included in said ring of applications to a next application included 
in said ring of applications running at said local network site, in response to said data 
being retrieved; and i / 

instruction means residing /in a computer for maintaining focus on a current 
application if a next application inf said ring of applications remains unidentified. 

23. The program product of daim 22 further comprising; 

instruction means residing in a computer for identifying a pause in current activity; 
and / 

instruction means resiqing in a con^uter for discontinuing focus switching until 
a pause in current activity is identified. 

24. The program producfl of claim 23 wherein said instruction means residing in a 
computer for initiating a link from a local network site to a remote network site utilizing 
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3 
4 



a communications application while multi-tasking applications are simultaneously running 
at said local network site, further coiriprises: 



5 
6 
7 
8 



instruction means residing in a computer for initiating a link from a local network 
site to a remote network site utilizing a communications application while multi-tasking 
applications are simultaneously running at said local network site, such that said 
communications application c(miprises a browser application. 
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25. The program produdt^of^laim 24 wherein each of said instruction means further 
comprises signal bearing inpdia. 

26. The program proAuct of claim 25 wherein said signal bearing media further 
comprises transmission media. 

27. The program /product of claim 25 wherein said signal bearing media further 
comprises recordable media. 
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